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Relocation of Severely Disabled and Special Needs Students 

Kentucky Greens Campus 

 

 

Summary 

 

Early in 2016 Placer County Office of Education (PCOE) announced the proposed sale of 

schools on the Kentucky Greens Campus in Newcastle, which are dedicated to special needs and 

severely disabled students, to the Newcastle Elementary School District (NESD). This would 

result in the removal and relocation of these students from the Secret Ravine, Onorato and Sierra 

Vista schools (all are located on the Kentucky Greens Campus) to various other venues in Placer 

County. 

 

Parents of the disabled students were immediately concerned about where the 55 special needs 

students would attend school in the future. Some parents of these students were outraged, 

looking for ways to protect their severely disabled and often medically fragile students from 

being relocated to different schools in Placer County. 

 

In response to community concerns, PCOE collaborated with these parents for several months to 

find a resolution suitable to all.  The “Kentucky Greens Plan” changed frequently in attempts to 

accommodate the needs of the students as well as to address concerns of their parents.  

 

The final plan to sell the property containing the three schools to NESD changed, with a 10-year 

leaseback of Onorato School added to the proposed contract.  This would allow the students 

diagnosed with Severe Multiple Disabilities (SMD) to remain on the same property. 

 

This proposed sale was contingent upon the Board of Education’s (BOE) vote to surplus the 

property. 

 

The PCOE responded to feedback from the parents’ focus groups.  The PCOE collaborated with 

the parents to develop a revised plan which satisfied their concerns and met the needs of the 

students.  

 

The Grand Jury commends all parties involved for working together on behalf of the students. 

 

 

Background 

 

PCOE provides programs designed to educate a wide variety of students with diverse needs, 

birth through adult. Secret Ravine School partners with schools throughout the County to serve 

students with varying disabilities from age three to 22. 
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Currently, 55 severely disabled and special needs students are enrolled at the Kentucky Greens 

campus.  The special needs schools involved are Secret Ravine (24 students), Sierra Vista (17 

students), and Onorato Education Center (14 students). The campus contains an adapted 

playground for students with physical impairments, along with a garden, gym and the facilities to 

work on daily living tasks. 

 

In April 2016 PCOE proposed to the NESD a $3.5 million deal to sell 22 acres along Kentucky 

Greens Way in Newcastle. The proposal included the sale of three schools, one administrative 

building, two maintenance buildings, as well as several playgrounds and open fields. 

 

 

Methodology 

 

The Grand Jury 

 conducted interviews with representatives of PCOE; 

 conducted interviews with members of the NESD; 

 reviewed information on the PCOE website regarding  the “Kentucky Greens” plan; 

 reviewed media coverage from a local news channel as well as articles from the Auburn 

Journal; 

 reviewed  BOE agendas/minutes, which provide the “Kentucky Greens” plan updates;    

 reviewed internal surveys from PCOE; 

 attended the PCOE board meeting regarding the plan. 

 

 

Attachments 

 

A.  PCOE Kentucky Greens Transition Plan Presentation 

B.  PCOE Memo re: Kentucky Greens Programs Relocation 

 

 

Facts 

 

 Kentucky Greens campus includes three schools: 

 

o Secret Ravine School serves the Severe Multiple Disabilities and Behavior 

Intensive students, high school through age 22. 

o Sierra Vista School serves the Emotionally Disturbed students, 4
th

 grade through 

high school. 
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o Onorato Educational Center serves the Severe Multiple Disabilities students, ages 

three through 15. 

 

 The Kentucky Greens campus needed extensive retrofitting to provide more appropriate 

and safe learning conditions for the special needs population who are currently attending. 

Retrofitting this property is estimated to be in excess of $10,000,000.  

 State funding is not available to build a new school dedicated to special needs students. 

 In April 2016 PCOE proposed  to the Board of Education that NESD purchase the 22 

acres of property, which includes three school buildings, one administrative building, two 

maintenance buildings, as well as several playgrounds and open fields located at 645 

Kentucky Greens Way, Newcastle (Placer County Assessor’s Parcel Number 031-241-

041). 

 On October 5, 2016, parents received a letter informing them for the first time of the 

proposed sale. 

 PCOE stated they were “blindsided” by the adverse reaction from the parents.  

 Before the sale could be approved, the BOE would be required to deem the property as 

surplus real property. A public meeting was held on October 13
th

, 2016 to start the 

surplus process. 

 October 24, 2016, CBS local news station KOVR aired interviews with some of the 

parents who were shocked to learn of the proposed school closures.  Not having 

anticipated such reactions, PCOE then created an extensive plan of communication in 

order to keep families more closely informed. Weekly emails, surveys, focus groups, 

personal phone calls and site visits at potential new school locations were implemented.  

Parents were encouraged to participate in open meetings and to provide feedback. 

 On October 28, 2016, surveys were sent to all affected parents.  PCOE received 16 

survey responses, all replying “yes” to attend a future focus group in facility planning. 

o PCOE surveys received from parents showed concern for the safety of their 

children, losing the trained staff and mainstreaming the students. 

o These surveys also reflected further concern from the parents for not having prior 

input on the proposed sale. 

 The proposal for terms and conditions of the sale of the Kentucky Greens Property was 

approved by the BOE and the board of NESD on November 7,
 
2016 in closed meetings.  

 PCOE proposed relocating Secret Ravine’s existing special education programs to South 

Placer County.  The SMD students will remain on the same campus at Onorato 

Educational Center, which meets the needs of the 55 students now attending the three 

schools. The relocation is scheduled to take effect June 19, 2017. 
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 California Education Code Section 1042 provides for a County Board of Education to 

acquire, lease, lease-purchase, hold and convey real property. 

 The PCOE Bylaws (BP3280) provide for the conveyance of property to another public 

entity, such as a school district, thus allowing utilization of facilities and resources in the 

most economical, practical and beneficial manner. 

 At the February 2017 PCOE board meeting, the Board of Education unanimously 

approved the Kentucky Greens Property as surplus. 

 At the same board meeting, PCOE reviewed the final recommendation for the relocation 

of the special needs program located on the Kentucky Greens property. The proposed 

plan will include 

o relocating the Behavior Intensive Program to the Chana High School campus, 

located in Placer Union School District; 

o relocating the Emotional Disturbance Program to Olive Ranch School, located in 

the Eureka Union School District;  

o keeping the Severe Multiple Disabilities Program on the Kentucky Greens 

campus in the Onorato Educational Center. This compromise from the original 

plan was accomplished through a 10-year lease with Newcastle Elementary 

School District. 

 PCOE held a public hearing in March 2017 on the proposed sale of real property to 

obtain input regarding its intention to sell the real property to NESD. 

 The sale of the Kentucky Greens property was approved by the BOE in April of 2017. 

 The 2017-2018 school year, PCOE is projecting 25 SMD students will be at Onorato 

Education Center which will still be located at the Kentucky Greens location. 

 The educational program and services for the students will not change.  The students will 

continue to receive a Free and Appropriate Public Education as outlined in the Individual 

Education Plan. 

 

 

Findings: 

 

The Grand Jury found: 

 

F1. Upon learning of the proposed sale, parents of special needs students became 

concerned their children would be relocated or mainstreamed into different 

schools in South Placer County without consideration of their disabilities, some of 

which are life-threatening. 
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F2. In November 2016, based on some of the parents’ objections, PCOE modified 

their sale proposal to include a 10-year leaseback of Onorato Education Center to 

keep the SMD students on the same campus.  

 

F3.    PCOE became very proactive and accommodating in their communication to the 

public, especially after the parents’ response to their initial announcement. 

Weekly communications through emails and phone calls to parents, staff 

meetings, parent focus groups and BOE meetings brought many positive changes 

to the initial plan. 

 

F4. After reviewing the final recommendations, the Board of Education, Placer 

County Office of Education, Newcastle Elementary School District and the 

parents of special needs students all complimented each other for partnering 

together, listening, advocating and participating in a decision to positively benefit 

all of the 55 students affected by this change of location. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

The Grand Jury commends the Placer County Office of Education administration. PCOE has 

been proactive in gathering information from parents and teachers as well as making site visits to 

improve the future conditions of the 55 students in the special needs program in Placer County.  

With the decision to move forward with the sale of the Kentucky Greens property, the extensive 

plan will benefit all parties involved and provide long-term special needs education in updated 

facilities. 

 

The Grand Jury commends the Board of Education and the Placer County Office of Education 

for their collaborative work. 

 

 

Recommendations 

 

The Grand Jury makes no recommendations.  
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Request for Responses: 

 

Recommendations 

Requiring Response 

 

Response Due Date 

No Responses Required -- -- 

   

Copies Sent to: 
 

  

Ms. Gayle Garbolino-Mojica  

Superintendent of Schools, Placer 

County 

360 Nevada Street 

Auburn CA 95603 

 

  

Ms. Denny Rush 

Newcastle School District, 

Superintendent, Newcastle School 

District 

450 Main Street 

P.O. Box 1028 

Newcastle CA 95658 

 

  

   

 
  



- 8 - 

 

Attachment A: PCOE Kentucky Greens Transition Plan Presentation
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Attachment B: PCOE Memo re: Kentucky Greens Programs Relocation
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