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PLACER SUPERIOR COURT ANNOUNCES INTENT TO RESUME  

JURY TRIALS JUNE 1, 2020 

 

 

In response to the COVID-19 State of Emergency, the Placer County Superior Court suspended 

all jury trials on March 16, 2020 and no jury trials have initiated on or after that date. During the 

past eight weeks, the court has implemented additional physical distancing measures based on 

the guidance from the Center for Disease Control, the California Department of Public Health, 

and the Placer County Public Health Officer. These measures, and others that are in the process 

of being implemented, are designed to reduce the potential transmission of COVID-19 while also 

allowing the court to increase operations and expanding access to justice.   

 

The court has published its plans for a phased approach to restoration of services that balance the 

court’s Constitutional responsibilities while continuing to support the goals of public health in 

mitigating the potential spread of COVID-19.   

 

As part of this gradual increase, the court is announcing that jury trials are anticipated to resume 

on June 1, 2020.    

 

The court is aware that the COVID-19 State of Emergency and related health concerns are at the 

forefront of everyone’s minds and that receiving a jury summons during this time raises 

questions. The court has implemented heightened cleaning protocols and modified its 

infrastructure to support physical distancing guidelines. These cleaning protocols include 

frequently cleaning of high-touch areas, sanitizing seats after each use, and cleaning of any 

shared-use items before those items are provided to a subsequent juror. Jurors who are instructed 

to report are strongly encouraged to wear face coverings, should practice social distancing at all 

times, and should not report for jury service if they are sick. In addition, the court has limited the 
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number of individuals in each courtroom to comply with physical distancing requirements, is 

reducing the number of jurors called to the courthouse at any one-time, and is working with other 

local government entities in an effort to secure larger juror assembly and jury selection spaces. 

These changes make it all the more important that prospective jurors use the court’s online jury 

portal to sign up for email or text alerts to ensure they receive the most up-to-date instructions 

and directions to locations other than the courthouse if required 

(http://www.placer.courts.ca.gov/jd.shtml). 

 

The second week of May is traditionally Juror Appreciation Week. And as that week comes to a 

close without a single juror attending service in Placer County, the court instead extends its 

appreciation to all jurors who serve in the coming months. 

 

For more information about the court’s plans to expand services and increase operations, visit the 

court’s website at www.placer.courts.ca.gov.  For questions related to jury duty, contact the Jury 

Commissioner’s Office at 916-408-6003. 
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