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Parentage (UPA) Flow Chart* 
Unmarried parents may open this case type to decide who their 
child’s legal parents are (“parentage” or “paternity”) and make 

child custody, parenting time, and child support orders. 
 

NO 

 

File Family Law 

Request for Trial 

Assignment Date 

 (PL-FL038)  

or 

If both parties agree to 

set trial dates file 

Family Law Stipulation 

and Order Setting Trial 

Dates (PL-FL009) 

YES 

Note: Your case will not 
be final until a 
Judgment*** is entered. 
A Judgment is helpful 
for parent(s) to give to 
schools, doctors, etc. 
You can get a judgment 
even if the only thing 
you agree to is that 
both parties are the 
legal parents. 

YES 

YES NO 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
    
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
* This chart shows the basic outline of a parentage case. It does not include the process and procedure for requesting interim or temporary orders pending a final resolution of your 
case. Please consult with an attorney for legal advice concerning your individual case. If you do not have an attorney, procedural assistance including help with Judgment forms is 
available at the Self-Help Center, however, the Self-Help Center cannot provide legal advice. To schedule an appointment with the Self-Help Center, visit www.placer.courts.ca.gov. 
**Placer Superior Court offers a two-tiered mediation model whenever custody and visitation are in dispute. The goal of mediation is to help parties develop an agreement on a 
parenting plan in their child’s best interest. For more information, visit www.placer.courts.ca.gov. Parties can also agree and/or request to attend private mediation or “private child 
custody recommending counseling.”  
***Judgment forms are a set of forms to finish your case that are customized for your situation. Even if you reached an agreement on custody and visitation, your case is not final 
until a Judgment is entered.  

File a Petition (FL-200), Summons (FL-210) and UCCJEA 
Declaration (FL-105) 

 

 

Mediation** can be 

faster & less stressful 

than court hearings. 

You can use it any 

time to settle some or 

all of your case. 

Have papers served by an adult who is not a party to the case 

File the Proof of Service (FL-115) with the Court 

Parentage Judgment 

YES 
YES 

Is Settlement reached? 

 
Submit Default 

Judgment forms*** 

for Court Approval 
 

(Respondent’s signature  
on agreement must be 

notarized) 

Did the other side file a Response (FL-220)? 

Do you have an Agreement on ALL issues? 

 
Submit Default 

Judgment forms*** 

for Court Approval 

Submit Judgment forms*** for Court Approval 

Attend 
Trial Confirming/Mandatory 

Settlement Conference 

Do you have an Agreement on ALL issues? 

 

NO 

Attend TRIAL 

NO 

Do you have an agreement on some issues? 

i.e: parentage and who are the legal parents? 

NO 

http://www.placer.courts.ca.gov/
https://www.placer.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/PL-FL038%20-%20Request%20for%20Trial%20Assignment%20Date_Eff.%20Jan.%201%202024%20%28Final%29.pdf
https://www.placer.courts.ca.gov/sites/default/files/pl-fl009.pdf
http://www.placer.courts.ca.gov/
file:///C:/Users/eduran/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ZJNJAEPT/www.placer.courts.ca.gov
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl200.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl210.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl105.pdf
http://www.placer.courts.ca.gov/self-help-lhc.shtml
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl115.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl220.pdf

