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PLACER SUPERIOR COURT AND ABOTA CELEBRATE JURORS AND HONOR
APPELLATE JUDICIAL LEGACY

On May 13, 2026, the Placer County Superior Court (“the Court”), in partnership with the
Sacramento Valley Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA), held a special
event recognizing the important role of jurors in the judicial system and honoring Placer Superior
Court judges appointed to the appellate courts.

Held at the Hon. Howard G. Gibson Courthouse in Roseville, the reception brought together judicial
officers, appellate justices, court staff, former jurors, and attorneys. The event was held during Juror
Appreciation Week, observed this year from May 11-15, and included remarks recognizing the vital
role jurors play in protecting the constitutional right to trial by jury.

“The Placer Superior Court expresses gratitude for the time, care, and attention devoted to the
judicial process through jury service. Juror participation is a truly vital component of our system of
justice,” said the Hon. Jeffrey S. Penney, Presiding Judge of the Placer County Superior Court.

The evening also featured an unveiling and dedication of a new courthouse display located in the jury
assembly room at the Gibson Courthouse honoring former Placer Superior Court Judges who were
elevated to the Court of Appeal: Justices Richard M. Sims and Keith F. Sparks to the Third District
Court of Appeal and William A. Newsom to the First District Court of Appeal. This display honors
the rule of law that has been the foundation of the Placer Superior Court since its formation 175 years
ago and is a tribute to the three Justice’s contributions to our court, the appellate court and our
community.

Placer County Superior Court thanks the Sacramento Valley Chapter of ABOTA for their support of
jurors in Placer County and, more broadly, ABOTA’s support for jurors and their service via similar
events throughout California and the United States.
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